
 

Glitter Queens Impact Stories 

Anna; Clothing  
Anna, 14, came into care a couple of years ago when her mother was detained by border 
control.  There was no one to care for Anna and her siblings here in the states and the children 
are all US citizens.  Her Guardian ad Litem Volunteer has been working with Anna and her 
siblings since they first came into care. She is the only consistent figure in their life and has 
walked with them every step of the way—helping them to understand what was happening, 
advocating for their best interests and being their friend and mentor.  Anna is starting to go 
through what many girls do--she is very self-conscious about the physical changes that are 
happening to her body and wants desperately to fit in.  The group home where she lives 
purchases most of the children’s clothing at Walmart and Target. Anna wanted a specific pair of 
jeans that were just under $30 that could be found at another store, but the group home would 
not purchase them. She did not have the money herself and she shyly asked her GAL for help.  
The Volunteer Child Advocate asked if we could purchase them for her, so she could feel more 
confident.  At this stage in a girl’s life—a $30 pair of jeans can make all the difference to their 
self-esteem and well-being. Your generosity helped Anna feel a little bit better about herself and 
a little more like everyone else every time she wears them.  Thank you! 

 Aiden: Bed 
Aiden was removed from his mom due to neglect and placed with his grandmother.  Aiden has a 
lot of trouble sleeping and was traumatized by waking up alone and/or to his mom being 
unconscious due to her drug use.  Since going to live with his grandmother, they have been co-
sleeping, as he is unable to sleep alone.  Co-sleeping is not recommended for infants and 
toddlers so the GAL spoke to the grandmother and they decided to place a toddler bed in her 
room so that Aiden is not alone, but can still get the safe sleep he needs.  The GAL thought that 
a toddler bed decorated with motifs from the Pixar Movie Cars would delight Aiden and give him 
a little added incentive to try sleeping on his own.  He is now sleeping independently through the 
night (and Grandma is too!). Thanks to the Glitter Queens for providing this little guy his own 
first bed and mattress! 

Jason: Normalcy 
Jason has lived with his great-grandmother since being removed from his mother when he was 
2 months old.  He is 7 now and has never seen or spoken to his mother as she disappeared 
from their lives. Jason’s great-grandmother is an older woman and was struggling with the 
physical demands of raising a 7-year-old with boundless energy.  A friend suggested that she 
enroll Jason in Tae Kwon Do classes—she mentioned it would teach him discipline and help him 
to have a positive outlet for all that energy!  Jason’s great-grandmother is on a fixed income and 
could not afford classes.  Thanks to the Glitter Queens support we were able to say, “Yes!” 



Jason was signed up for classes and started karate a week later. The great-grandmother has 
been so grateful and has sent us a couple of emails since Jason started karate letting us know 
about his progress. The first was a couple weeks after he started, “Jason is already showing 
improvement and I can tell this is working.”  Just recently, she sent us another one: “Thank you 
for the generosity to help my grandson attend Tae Kwon Do.  I am hoping the discipline and 
self-control he is learning will continue to help him as he grows up.” Tae Kwon Do classes might 
seem like a small thing, but this little investment in Jason’s life now, could have big implications 
for his future and you helped make that happen! Thank you! 

Alysaa: Graduation Trip 
Alyssa has been removed from her parents three separate times.  Her father will not come to 
court or communicate with her and her mother has been unable to stay substance free despite 
multiple attempts. Alyssa has also been separated from her brother (who is one year younger) 
as she lives in a girls group home.  The current plan is for Alyssa’s parents to have their rights 
terminated and Alyssa’s GALs (a husband and wife team) are trying to help Alyssa see that 
adoption could be a possibility for her.  Alyssa doesn’t see it that way, she states, “Who would 
want to bother with someone else’s children? I’ll just age out. I don’t trust that adoption would be 
any better.”  Somehow, Alyssa still has hope for her future.  She is determined to go to college, 
participates on her school’s volleyball team and works hard to get good grades.  When Alyssa 
was chosen to go on an educational field trip due to her excellent grades and attitude, Alyssa 
asked her GALs if they might be able to help her be able to attend.  Thanks to you, Alyssa was 
able to attend that field trip with the rest of her class. Alyssa was able to have confirmation that 
all her hard work has not gone unnoticed!  Thank you for making a difference in Alyssa’s life! 

Martin: Tutoring 
Martin came into care several years ago because his mother was terminally ill.  He and his 
younger brother live with 4 other children in the home of an elderly, single foster parent.  Martin 
has struggled with the fact that his mom is sick and that she doesn’t want her children to see her 
so ill.  They talk on the phone once in a while, but he misses his mom and it has affected his 
ability to concentrate and his school performance.  Martin and his little brother are sweet 
children and they are well cared for by their foster mom.  With so many children in the home and 
the changes in teaching methods, the foster mom was unable to help as much as she would like 
and Martin has continued to get further behind. Martin has been struggling with reading and 
math and he really needed a tutor to help him get caught up in those subjects.  Thanks to the 
support of the Glitter Queens, Martin was able to attend tutoring all year and his grades have 
dramatically improved.   


